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The Great Seal of “Maryland 


The first Great Seal was brought from England during the 
early days of the Colony. It was lost or destroyed during the 
Claiborne-Ingle attack on Maryland. See Outline, 1644. In 
1648 a new seal was sent by Lord Baltimore. 

Like the State flag, the Great Seal bears the arms of the 
Calvert and Crossland families, quartered—Calvert, upper left 
and lower right, sable (black) and gold; Crossland, red and 
silver (white). The first Lord Baltimore was the son of Leon- 
ard Calvert and Alicia, daughter of John Crossland. 

The motto on the scroll is usually translated ‘‘manly deeds, 
womanly words,’’ but more exactly perhaps, it should be 
“deeds for men, words for women”; the legend on the bor- 
der, ‘‘with favor wilt Thou compass us as with a shield” 
(Psalm 5:12). 

Although the seal has been altered on occasion, once sub- 
stantially in 1776, in the fervor of independence and sover- 
eignty, the State government one hundred years later re- 
adopted the colonial seal as the Great Seal of Maryland. 
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PREFACE 


This outline and the Bibliography which follows it were 
prepared in the pursuit of studies concerned with the history 
of the Potomac River and its tributaries. These covered a 
period of five years or more. The investigations led to numer- 
ous sources in which indefinite references were made to Lord 
Baltimore, the heirs of William Penn, the King, and other 
hereditary titles which were borne by several individuals who 
played a significant part in the history of Maryland’s bound- 
ary disputes. 

The course of this history covered nearly three hundred 
years. During that time the cast of characters changed often 
and sometimes almost completely. One such change occurred 
when the Northern Neck proprietary passed from the Cul- 
peper to the Fairfax family. Another was the evolution of the 
American colonies into free and independent states. The 
emergence of West Virginia into statehood resulted in her 
undertaking with new vigor Virginia’s century-old dispute 
with Maryland over the source of the Potomac River. 

Such an outline seemed necessary in order to properly 
relate events to people and to the changes in political climate 
which occurred from time to time. A work of this sort, in 
which proprietorships might be devised by will but hereditary 
titles could not, and in which the hereditary relationships of 
monarchs were not always vertical, is susceptible to errors in 
family connections. Some have been found and corrected; 


others may appear, but it is hoped and believed that they will 
not be consequential. 

Acknowledgement must be given to the following institu- 
tions for the use of old maps and references, and for informa- 
tion concerning their provenance: Library of Congress, His- 
torical Society of Pennsylvania, Maryland Historical Society, 
William and Mary College Library, the University of Virginia 
Library, the Handley Library at Winchester, Virginia, Enoch 
Pratt Free Library at Baltimore, Ruth Enlow Public Library 
at Oakland, Maryland, and the Washington County Free Li- 
brary at Hagerstown, Maryland. 


Charles Morrison 
Hagerstown, Maryland 
October 1, 1972 


An Outline Of The 
MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES 
And Related Events 


KEY 


English ruler refers to the kingdom of England and Wales 
before the union with Scotland. 

Scottish ruler refers to the kingdom of Scotland before the 
union with England and Wales. 

English and Scottish ruler refers to the kingdom of Eng- 
land and Wales and the kingdom of Scotland united under 
James I (James VI of Scotland) as the legal heir to both 
thrones through his great-great-grandfather, Henry VII, and 
his heirs. 

British ruler refers to Great Britain under the united parlia- 
ment, after 1707. 


Abbreviations: 

s. son 

d. daughter 
g.s. grandson 


g.d. granddaughter 
g.g.s. great-grandson, etc. 


m. married 

br. brother 

est. establish, establishing, etc. 
nr. near 


Where no relationship is shown, the ruler is the son or 
daughter of the previous ruler. 
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English Ruler 


1327-1377 
Edward III (s. of Edward I; 
g.s. of Edward 1) 


1377-1399 
Richard I (s. of Edward, The Black 
Prince; g.s. of Edward III) 


1399-1413 
Henry IV (s. of John of Gaunt (Ghent), Duke 
of Lancaster; g.s. of Edward III) 


1413-1422 
Henry V 


1422-1461 

Henry VI (s. of Henry V; g.s. of 
Henry IV; g.g.s. of John of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancaster; g.g.g.s. of 
Edward III) 


1461-1470 

Edward IV (s. of Richard Duke of Yerk; 
g.s. of Richard, Earl of Cambridge; 
g.g.s. of Edmund, Duke of York; g.g.g.s. 
of Edward III) 


1470-1471 
Henry VI restored 


1471-1483 
Edward IV restored 


1483 (Apr.-June) 
Edward V—never crowned 


1483-1485 | 
Richard III (br. of Edward IV; g.g.s. of 

Edmund, Duke of York; g.g.g.s. of 

Edward III) 


1485-1509 

Henry VII (g.g.g.s. of John of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancaster; g.g.g.g.s. of 
Edward III) 


House of Lancaster 


The Wars of the Roses, between the 
House of York and the House of Lancaster 


Richard III (House of York) killed at Bosworth field in battle against forces under 
Henry Tudor (House of Lancaster) on August 22, 1485; Henry crowned on the 
battlefield with Richard’s crown 


Henry Tudor formally crowned on October 30, 1485; married Elizabeth of York 
(ad. of Edward IV; g.g.g.d. of Richard, Duke of York) thus uniting the two rival 
houses for the throne 


English Ruler 


1509-1547 
Henry VIII 


1547-1553 
Edward VI (s. of Henry VIII 
and Jane Seymour) 


1553 (10 days) 
Lady Jane Grey (g.g.d. of 
Henry VII) 


1553-1558 
Mary I (d. of Henry VIII and 
Catherine of Aragon) 


1558-1603 
Elizabeth I (d. of Henry VIII 
and Anne Boleyn) 


English & Scottish Ruler 
1603-1625 


James I (g.g.g.s. of Henry VII; —__—______} | 


s. of Mary, Queen of Scotland) 


Scottish Ruler 


1488-1513 
James IV (m. Margaret, d. of 
Henry VII of England) 


1513-1542 
James V 


1542-1567 
Mary, Queen of Scotland 


1567-1625 

James VI (s. of Mary, Queen of 
Scotland and Lord Darnley; 

also g.g.g.s. of Henry VII of England) 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


English and 
Scottish Ruler Virginia The Northern Neck 
James I; and of Scotland, 1607—Virginia Co. of 
James VI London chartered; 
settlement est. at 
Jamestown 


1609—Virginia Co. char- 
ter revised; included 
coast land 200 miles 
north and south of 
Cape Comfort, and 
inland west and 
northwest from sea 
to sea 


1624--Virginia Co. char- 
ter revoked; Virginia 
became a royal colo- 
ny; dissatisfaction in 
the colony 
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Maryland 


1609—George Calvert became a mem- 


ber of the Virginia Company 


1623—George Calvert granted a charter 
to est. a colony in Newfoundland 
(Avalon) 


1625—George Calvert created Baron of 
Baltimore, in Ireland (ist Lord Bal- 
timore) 
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Pennsylvania 


1609—Henry Hudson, English ex- 
plorer, acting under Dutch authori- 
ty, entered the Delaware Bay, est. a 
Dutch claim to the bay and ad- 
jacent land area 


1616—Further exploration of Delaware 
Bay by the Dutch 


1623—Dutch West India Co. est. Fort 
Nassau and a trading post on the 
Jersey side of Delaware Bay 


MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


English and 
Scottish Ruler Virginia The Northern Neck 
1625-1649 
Charles I 
1627-—House of Bur- 1627--Sir Thomas Fair- 
gesses and Council re- fax created Baron of 
stored Cameron (lst Lord 
Fairfax) 
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Maryland 


1629—Avalon abandoned; Lord Balti- 
more sought a charter for territory 
north of the Potomac (within the 
1609 grant to the Virginia Com- 


pany) 


1631—William Claiborne, a recalcitrant 
Virginian, est. two trading posts in 
Chesapeake Bay (now Kent Island 
and Watson's Island) 


1632—l1st Lord Baltimore died; his 
son, Cecilius Calvert, 2nd Lord Bal- 
timore, received charter for Mary- 
land and was its first Proprietary 


1634—Leonard, br. of Cecilius, arrived 
at St. Marys with first settlers 


1635—Battle in Pocomoke River be- 
tween forces of Claiborne and 
Maryland 


1637—Lord Baltimore’s 
firmed by Charles I 


grant con- 
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Pennsylvania 


1631—First settlement (Swedish) on 
west side of Delaware Bay 


1632—Swedish settlers massacred by 
Indians 


MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


English and 
Scottish Ruler 


Charles I 


1649-1660 

Oliver Cromwell, Lord 
Protector; Charles II 
(son of Charles I) a 
fugitive in Europe 


Virginia 


1649—Virginia remained 
loyal to the Crown 
(Charles II) 
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The Northern Neck 


1640—l1st Lord Fairfax 
died; his son, Ferdi- 
nando, became 2nd 
Lord Fairfax 


1644—John Colepeper 
(Culpeper) created 
Baron of Thoresway 
(1st Lord Culpeper) 


1648—2nd Lord Fairfax 
died; his son, Thom- 
as, became 3rd Lord 
Fairfax 


1649—Charles II, in ex- 
ile, granted to seven 
of his supporters 
(incl. Lord Culpeper 
and his cousin) the 
first patent to the 
Northern Neck in 
Virginia 


Maryland 


1638-—Kent Island (Claiborne’s trading 
post) taken over by government of 
Maryland 


1643-44—War with the Susquehannock 
Indians 


1644—Claiborne and Ingle captured 
Kent Island again and overthrew 
the Maryland government; governor 
fled to Virginia 


1646—Maryland retaken by governor’s 
forces 


Pennsylvania 


1638—Swedish West India Co. est. the 
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colony of New Sweden on the west 
side of Delaware Bay near the pres- 
ent city of Wilmington 


MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


English and 
Scottish Ruler Virginia The Northern Neck 
Oliver Cromwell, Lord 
Protector 
1652—Virginia — surren- 
dered to the Parlia- 
mentary Commis- 
sioners 
} 
1660—Monarchy _ re- 1660—Lord Culpeper 
stored died; his son, Thom- 
as, became 2nd Lord 
1660-1685 Culpeper and inherit- 
Charles II (s. of Charles ed his father’s share 
I) in the Northern Neck 
patent 


16 


Maryland Pennsylvania 


1651—Dutch est. Fort Casimir on west 
side of Delaware Bay, nr. present 
city of New Castle, Delaware 


1652—Lord Baltimore deposed by Par- 
liament; Claiborne appointed Com- 
missioner over Maryland 


1654—In a quarrel with Swedish set- 
tlers, Dutch surrendered Fort Casi- 
mir 


1655—Fort Casimir retaken by Peter 
Stuyvesant, governor of New Neth- 
erlands (New York); Fort Christina 
also captured; New Sweden ceased 
to exist 


1658—Proprietary rights restored to 
Cecilius Calvert, 2nd Lord Balti- 
more, by Board of Trade and Plan- 
tations 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


English and 
Scottish Ruler Virginia The Northern Neck 


Charles II 


1668—Calvert-Scar- 
borough line estab- 
lished across Eastern 
Shore between Vir- 
ginia and Maryland 


1669—Northern Neck 
patent modified and : 
confirmed for 21 : 
years 


1671—3rd Lord Fairfax ° 
died; his cousin, Hen- 
ry, became 4th Lord 
Fairfax 
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Maryland 


1661—Lord Baltimore obtained a con- 
firmation of his original patent 


1668—Calvert-Scarborough line estab- 
lished across Eastern Shore between 
Maryland and Virginia 


1675—Cecilius Calvert died; his son, 
Charles, became 3rd Lord Balti- 
more, and 2nd Proprietary; he was 
the first resident proprietary 


1676 —Claiborne died 


Pennsylvania 


1664—Charles II granted to his broth- 
er, James, Duke of York, a patent 
to all territory held by the Dutch in 
N. America east of Delaware Bay; 
New Amsterdam (New York) sur- 
rendered to the Duke of York’s 
forces; New Amstel (New Castle) 
on west side of Delaware Bay also 
overthrown 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


English and 
Scottish Ruler Virginia The Northern Neck 
Charles II 1676—Bacon’s rebellion; 


his forces captured 
the Virginia main- 
land, forcing Gov. 
Berkeley to flee to 
the Eastern Shore; 
Bacon died of natural 
causes, and the rebel- 
tion collapsed 


1676—Lord Culpeper arrived in Virginia as Lieut. 
Governor and Proprietary of the Northern Neck, 
having acquired all the non-Culpeper interests in 
the patent 


1680—Lord Culpeper be- 
came governor 


=< 
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Maryland Pennsylvania 


1681—William Penn received a proprie- 
tary grant over territory to extend 
north from Maryland to the begin- 
ning of the 43rd degree of north 
latitude, and westward 5 degrees of 
longitude from the Delaware River 


1681—Gov. Markham, of Pennsylvania, visited Lord Baltimore at St. Marys to 
arrange a settlement of Maryland’s northern boundary; agreed to locate the 
40th parallel of latitude by astronomical observation. Markham's prolonged 
illness delayed the determination. In the meantime William Penn urged some 
leading citizens in northern Maryland not to pay taxes to Maryland 


21 


MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


English and 
Scottish Ruler Virginia The Northern Neck 


Charles II 
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Maryland 


Pennsylvania 
Delaware 


1682—Col. George Talbot, a cousin of 1682—James, Duke of York and heir- 


Lord Baltimore, est. a line across 
the n.e. corner of Maryland, from 
the Susquehanna to the Delaware 
River 


1682—Gov. Markham and Lord Balti- 
more met at Upland (now Chester, 
Pa.) where they found the latitude 
by observation to be more than 12 
miles south of the 40th parallel 


presumptive to the Crown, leased to 
William Penn for 10 thousand years 
the territory on the west side of 
Delaware Bay claimed by the Duke 
by right of conquest (substantially 
the present state of Delaware) 


1682—First meeting between William Penn and Lord Baltimore (in Anne Arundel 
County); Penn proposed a settlement based on a measurement of 60 statute 
miles per degree of latitude, starting from Watkin's Point 


1683—Second and last meeting between William Penn and Lord Baltimore (at 
New Castle); Penn expressed a need for an outlet on the Chesapeake Bay, for 
which he was willing to pay. This admission of Lord Baltimore's rights deter- 
mined the latter’s opposition. Then, in England, on the basis of the early 
Swedish settlements along the Delaware, Penn contested the Maryland charter 


23 


MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


English and 
Scottish Ruler Virginia The Northern Neck 


1685-1688 

James II; son of Charles 
I; before his accession 
he had been Duke of 
York. In 1688 James 
became engaged in re- 
ligious conflict with 


the Archbishop of 1688—Northern Neck 
Canterbury and the Proprietary con- 
Anglican bishops; firmed to 2nd Lord 
James left England Culpeper; ‘“‘heads”’ 


(of rivers) altered to 
“first heads or 
springs.”” 


1688—4th Lord Fair- 
fax died; his son, 
Thomas, became 5th 


Lord Fairfax 
1689-1694 
William, g.s. of Charles I, 1690—2nd Lord Cul- 
and Mary, d. of peper died, the title 
James II, as William passing to two 
and Mary younger brothers in 


succession, and then 
became extinct; pro- 
prietary interest in 
the Northern Neck 
remained with his 
widow, Lady Marga- 
ret and his daughter, 
Catherine (‘‘Cate’’) 


1690—Thomas, Sth Lord 


Fairfax, married 
Catherine (‘‘Cate’’) 
Culpeper 


1692—Lady Catherine’s 
5/éth share in the 
proprietary con- 
firmed to her hus- 
band, Thomas, 5th 
Lord Fairfax 
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Pennsylvania 
Maryland Delaware 


1685—The King, in Council, ordered the Eastern Shore divided into two equal 
parts by a line running from the latitude of Cape Henlopen to the 40th degree 
of northern latitude; the eastern half to be adjudged to the King (who previ- 
ously, as Duke of York, had leased it to William Penn for 10 thousand years) 
and the western half to Lord Baltimore. In this fashion Penn’s title to the 
‘(Lower Counties” was confirmed 


1688—Penn’s government suspended 
because of his supposed sympathy 
for the deposed James II 


1691—Marytand became a royal col- 
ony; Lord Baltimore lost his sover- 
eignty, but not his proprietary 
rights over the colony 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


English and 
Scottish Ruler Virginia The Northern Neck 


1694-1702 
William, as William IIT 


1702-1714 
Anne, daughter of James 
II (last of the Stuarts) 


1710—5th Lord Fairfax 
died; his son, Thom- 
as, became 6th Lord 
Fairfax; Lady Fairfax 
(Catherine Culpeper) 
inherited her  hus- 
band’s 5/6th share in 
the proprietary, and 
willed it, in trust, to 
her son, Thomas, 6th 
Lord Fairfax 


1710—Lady Culpeper 
(2nd Lord’s widow) 
died, leaving to her 
grandson, Thomas, 
6th Lord Fairfax, her 
1/6th interest in the 
Northern Neck 
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Pennsylvania 
Maryland Delaware 


1694—Penn’s government restored to 
Pennsylvania and the Lower Coun- 
ties 


1703—Lower counties severed their 
connection with Pennsylvania; est. 
their own Assembly but retained 
Penn's proprietorship and governor 


1704—Maryland’s royal governor 
sought to have boundaries est. on 
Eastern Shore in accordance with 
decision of 1685 


1709—Queen Anne dismissed a peti- 
tion by Lord Baltimore regarding 
the decision of 1685 and ordered 
its execution 


1711—William Penn became paralyzed; 
his second wife, Hannah, became 
nominal proprietor for their sons 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler Virginia The Northern Neck 


1714-1727 
George I, g.g.s. of James 


1719—-Lady Fairfax 
(Catherine Culpeper) 
died; her son, Thom- 
as, 6th Lord Fairfax, 
became sole proprie- 
tary of the Northern 
Neck for life 
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Pennsylvania 
Maryland Delaware 


1715 (Feb. 20)—Charles Calvert died; 
Benedict Leonard, son of Cecil, be- 
came 4th Lord Baltimore and 3rd 
Proprietary 


1715 (Apr. 5)—Benedict Leonard died; 
his son, Charles, a minor, became 
5th Lord Baltimore and 4th Propri- 
etary; Lord Guilford became ad- 
ministrator for Lord Baltimore’s in- 
terests 


1715—Sovereignty of the Province re- 
stored to the proprietary 


1718—William Penn died; his wife, 
Hannah, became trustee 


1718—The governors of the two provinces met but failed in an attempt to recon- 
cile the proprietaries’ differences 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler Virginia The Northern Neck 


George I 


1727-1760 
George II 


1733—Lord Fairfax suc- 
cessfully petitioned 
the Privy Council for 
a “survey and settle- 
ment of his marks 
and boundaries” 
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Pennsylvania 
Maryland Delaware 


1722—John Penn assumed his one-half 
share of the proprietary; Thomas 
and Richard continued to hold 
one-quarter interest each 


1730-Thomas Cresap granted 500 
acres along the Susquehanna near 
the 40th parallel by Maryland 


1732-—Charles, 5th Lord Baltimore, vis- 
ited the colony for the purpose of 
protecting his interests in the Penn- 
sylvania boundary dispute 


On the basis of an incorrect map 
(according to his contention later) 
he signed an agreement with the 
heirs of William Penn whereby he 
relinquished Maryland’s . charter 
right to a northern boundary along 
the 40th parallel of latitude 


1734—Lord Baltimore _ petitioned 
George II for a restoration of his 
ancestral boundaries 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler Virginia The Northern Neck 


George II 1735—Lord Fairfax arrived in Virginia 


1736—Surveyors for Virginia and Lord Fairfax sur- 
veyed the forks of the Rappahannock above Fred- 
ericksburg, and the Potomac and its North Branch 
above the Shenandoah; est. the source of the 
North Branch (Cohongorooton) at a small spring 
between what is now known as Backbone Mt. and 
Dobbin Ridge, in the Alleghenies 


1737—Lord Fairfax returned to England 


1745—The Privy Council established the bounds of 
the Fairfax proprietary, within the colony of Vir- 
ginia, as being between the south fork of the Rap- 
pahannock, known as the Rapidan, and its south- 
ern tributary, the Conway River, and the North 
Branch of the Potomac to the head spring reached 
and marked by the surveyors in 1736 
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Pennsylvania 
Maryland Delaware 


1735—Penns filed a bill in Chancery to 
test the validity of Lord Baltimore’s 
agreement of 1732 


1736—Culmination of the ‘“Conojacular War’’ between Thomas Cresap and the 
Pennsylvania authorities, resulting from his assertion of Lord Baltimore’s 
rights by settling in the disputed area near the 40th parallel; Cresap arrested 
and jailed, where he earned the dubious title, “the Maryland Monster” 


1737—Cresap released 


1738—Temporary line agreed upon—approximately 19 miles south of the 40th 
parallel; east of the Susquehanna it was 4 mile south and west of the Susque- 
hanna it was %4 mile north of the median latitude 


1739—The temporary line surveyed from the Delaware River to the Kittochtinny 
hills (Catoctin Mountains) as limited by the Treaty of Albany—a distance of 
88 miles 


Cresap moved to ‘‘Long Meadows,” 
a 500-acre site along the Antietam 
Creek (near present Hagerstown) 
where he began his career as a trad- 
er 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler 


George II 


Virginia The Northern Neck 


1746—Survey of the “‘back line”’ or Fairfax Line, be- 
tween the “head Springs” of the Rappahannock 
and the Potomac, by Commissioners and Survey- 
ors for Virginia and Lord Fairfax. The ‘‘head 
Spring” of the Potomac, as est. in 1756, was 
marked by a stone, the first of several Fairfax 
stones 


1749-Lord Fairfax est. 
his residence at 
Greenway Court, 
near present town of 
White Post, Va. 
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Pennsylvania 
Maryland Delaware 


1746 —John Penn died; Thomas inherit- 
ed his brother's one-half share, 
which with his own one-quarter 

1742-1748-Cresap developed a fron- share made Thomas the principal 
tier trading post on the site of some proprietor 
abandoned Indian “‘old fields” 
across from and a few miles above 
the mouth of the Potomac’s South 
Branch (‘‘Wappatomaka’’) 


1750—The Chancery decree, based on the agreement of 1732 by Charles, Sth 
Lord Baltimore, and on the previously allowed claims of James II, while Duke 
of York, to New Castle and the lower counties along the Delaware, and to the 
Visscher map and others (afterwards found to be in error) showing the loca- 
tion of Cape Henlopen to be some 20 miles south of its true position 


1751—Survey of transpeninsular line across the Eastern Shore 


1751—Charles, 5th Lord Baltimore 
died; his dissolute son, Frederick, 
became 6th and last Lord Balti- 
more, and 5th Proprietary, but 
never visited the province 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler Virginia The Northern Neck 


George II 


1760-1820 
George III, g.s. of George 
II 
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Pennsylvania 
Maryland Delaware 


1753—Frederick, 6th Lord Baltimore, 
instructed Governor Sharpe to in- 
quire into the invasion of his terri- 
tory by agents and surveyors for 
Lord Fairfax; in response the Gov- 
ernor called on Thomas Cresap for 
an opinion on the length of the riv- 
ers in question and the lands be- 
tween them 


1753—Cresap informed the Governor’s 
Council that he believed the South 
Branch was the longer of the Po- 


tomac’s two branches ‘“‘run- 
ning...about sixty miles north- 
west farther than the North 
Branch” 


1754—Cresap made a reconnaissance of 
the South Branch and submitted a 
sketch map to Governor Sharpe 
1760—Establishment of middle point on transpeninsular line 


1760-61—Surveys of a meridian line from the middle point of the transpeninsular 
line to the vicinity of New Castle 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler Virginia The Northern Neck 


George III 
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Pennsylvania 
Maryland Delaware 


1761—Survey of the circular boundary around New Castle 


1762—Survey of the tangent line on the Eastern Shore, from the middle point of 
the transpeninsular line to touch the circular boundary without passing 
through it. The actual line passed within the circle about 2 mile 


1763—Second survey of the tangent line, which missed the circle by approxi- 
mately 350 feet 


Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon, two English astronomer-surveyors, en- 
gaged by the proprietors to complete the boundary surveys 


1764—Mason and Dixon ran a new tangent line based on computed offsets to 
which they applied additional corrections to mark ‘‘the True Tangent Line” 


1765—Mason and Dixon commenced work on the line which has since borne their 
names. The line, as decreed by the Chancery ruling, was established on a 
parallel of latitude through a point which was 15 miles south of the southern- 
most part of Philadelphia.* The surveyors completed work on this line, at 
latitude 39°43'17.6", to the east slope of North Mountain; also completed 
survey of a meridian line from the New Castle circle to the northeast corner of 
Maryland, thus creating a ‘‘wedge’’ between the meridian line and the circular 
boundary which was to remain a part of Pennsylvania 


1766—Mason and Dixon completed their survey of the western line to the foot of 
Savage Mountain 


*See note on page 64. 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler Virginia The Northern Neck 


George III 


1771-72—Cresap, John 
Revely, and Dr. 
Charles Warner ap- 
pointed commission- 
ers to survey the 
South Branch and es- 
tablish a meridian 
line north to the 
40th parallel; their 
surveyors marked the 
head of the South 
Branch with a stone 
marked CLDB; the 
resulting map is be- 
lieved to have been 
sent to England 
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Pennsylvania 
Maryland Delaware 


1767—Work on the Mason and Dixon line delayed; the Treaty of Lancaster 
(1744) ceded to the colonial governments lands west to the crest of the 
Alleghenies, not beyond, and the Royal Proclamation of 1763 restricted co- 
lonial activities beyond the sources of streams flowing into the Atlantic; in 
November, well beyond these limits, the surveyors were prevented by their 
Indian guides from crossing a war path about 11 miles beyond the Mononga- 
hela River. They were then about 230 miles from the northeast corner of 
Maryland and 35 miles west of the northwest corner as established in 1910 


1771—Frederick, 6th and last Lord 1771—Richard Penn died; his son, 
Baltimore, died leaving no legiti- John, inherited his father’s one- 
mate heir; his natural son, Henry quarter share 
Harford, was voted the proprietary 
tights by the Maryland Assembly; 
the title became extinct 


1771-1772—Survey of the South 
Branch (See Virginia) 


1775—Thomas Penn died; Richard’s 
son, John, presumably became sole 
proprietor, for whatever it was 
worth 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler 


George III 


Virginia 


The Northern Neck 


1776—(July 2)—The second Continental Congress de- 
clared that ‘“‘These United Colonies are... free 


and independent states.”” 


1776—Virginia ceded to 1776-1781—Lord  Fair- 


Maryland and other 
neighboring states all 
territory contained 
within their charters 
which she might have 
previously claimed 
(See Maryland) 


1776—Virginia abolished 
quitrents payable by 
tenants to landown- 
ers, but excepted 
those payable on 
Northern Neck lands 


1779—Property belong- 
ing to British subjects 
became vested in the 
Commonwealth 
(Lord Fairfax not 
classed as a British 
subject) 


fax took no active 
part for or against 
the Revolution; he 
continued a corre- 
spondence with Gen- 
eral Washington; his 
Virginia citizenship 
remained undis- 
turbed and he was 
not classed as a Brit- 
ish subject 


1781 (Oct. 19)—-Lord 1781 (Dec. 9)—Lord 


Cornwallis surren- 
dered at Yorktown 
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Fairfax died; his 
brother, Robert, be- 
came 7th Lord Fair- 
fax and by their 
mother’s will inherit- 
ed the 5/6th share 
Lady Fairfax had 
willed to her eldest 
son for life 


Maryland Pennsylvania 


1776—(July 2)--The second Continental Congress declared that ‘‘These United 
Colonies are . . . free and independent states.”’ 


1776—Whatever government Henry 1776—The Revolutionary Convention 
Harford, the 6th Proprietary, had replaced the proprietary govern- 
established vanished with the Revo- ment by a State government 
lution; the Assembly voted him 
$50,000 to extinguish his claimsto 1776-1779—Negotiated with Virginia 


the Province; also disclaimed Vir- concerning the extension of the Ma- 
ginia's right to cede what was not son and Dixon line to the south- 
hers in the first place west corner of Pennsylvania 


1780—Attempts to establish the ex- 
tended line delayed by the uncer- 
tainties of war 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler Virginia The Northern Neck 


George III 1781—Virginia reline 1781—The remaining 


1782—Lord North re- 


signed as Prime Minis- 
ter; the Marquess of 
Rockingham formed 
a new government on 
terms which included 
the independence of 
the 13 colonies 


1783-Virginia 


quished its claim to 
its territory beyond 
the Ohio River to the 
general government 
of the United States 


and independent states 


of the United States 


recog- 
nized the rights of 
the Fairfax-Martin 
heirs to the rents due 
the 6th Lord Fairfax 
at the time of his 
death in 1781, even 
though as aliens their 
proprietary rights be- 
came vested in the 
Commonwealth by 
the act of 1779 


1785 —Compact with 


Maryland concerning 
rights and _ jurisdic- 
tion over the Chesa- 
peake Bay and the 
Potomac and Poco- 
moke rivers 


ad, 


1/6th share of the 
proprietary interest, 
and all of the manor 
and other lands pos- 
sessed by Lord Fair- 
fax in Virginia, with 
the exception of 
Greenway Court, 
willed by him to his 
oldest living nephew, 
Rev. Denny Martin, 
g.g.s. of the 4th Lord 
Fairfax 


1782—George III declared the American colonies free 


1783—Treaty of Paris recognized the independence 


1784—Rev. Denny Mar- 


tin visited Virginia to 
claim what rights re- 
mained, particularly 
with respect to the 
manors and ungrant- 
ed lands within the 
Northern Neck pro- 
prietary, engaging the 
legal advice of John 
Marshall, future 
Chief Justice of the 
United States 


Maryland Pennsylvania 


1782—George II! declared the American colonies free and independent states 


1783—Treaty of Paris recognized the independence of the United States 


1785—Compact with Maryland con- 1785—Mason and Dixon line extended 


cerning adjoining waters (Compact to southwest corner of Pennsyl- 
still in force to some extent) (See vania; survey of western boundary 
Virginia) of Pennsylvania 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler 


George III 


Virginia 


1801-1810—Discussions 


with Maryland con- 
cerning the source of 
the Potomac to be 
used as a basis of set- 
tling the boundary 
question 
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The Northern Neck 


1793—Robert, 7th Lord 


Fairfax died; Bryan 
Fairfax, of Belvoir, 
Va, gg.s. of 4th 
Lord Fairfax, became 
the 8th Lord; Denny 
Martin (Fairfax) suc- 
ceeded to the remain- 
ing 5/6th interest in 
the proprietary, 
which had been con- 
fiscated by Virginia 
in 1779 


1802-Bryan Fairfax 


died; his son, Thom- 
as, became 9th Lord 
but never used the 
title 


1806—All Fairfax-Martin 


interests in Northern 
Neck lands _ termi- 
nated by the convey- 
ance of the last man- 
ors to the Marshall- 
Colston syndicate 
(Greenway Court ex- 
cepted; See 1781) 


Maryland Pennsylvania 


1787-1788—Maryland allotted portions 
of her territory west of Fort Cum- 
berland as “bounty lands’’ for Rev- 
olutionary War veterans; Francis 
Deakins laid off 2,575 military lots 
purposely well within the State’s 
supposed western boundary; the 
line against which these lots were 
established became known as the 
Deakins line 


1792—The Erie Triangle purchased by 
Pennsylvania from the U.S. govern- 
ment; had been previously claimed 
by New York and Massachusetts 
but was ceded to the United States 
following the Revolutionary War 


1801-1833—See entries under Virginia; 
Maryland appointed several com- 
missions to meet with those of Vir- 
ginia 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler 


1810-1820 


George IV (as Prince Re- 


gent) 


1820-1830 
George IV 


1830-1837 


William IV, son 
George III 


1837-1901 


Victoria, g.d. of George 


Ill 


of 


Virginia 


1818-1833 — Appoint- 


ment of several com- 
missions to reach an 


agreement with Mary- 
land regarding the lat- 
ter’s western bound- 


ary 
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1846—Thomas 


The Barons of Cameron 


Fairfax 
died; his grandson, 
Charles Snowden 
Fairfax, of Maryland, 
became 10th Lord 
Fairfax 


Pennsylvania 
Maryland Delaware 


1834—Maryland prepared to enter into 
proceedings before the U.S. Su- 
preme Court towards the establish- 
ment of her western boundary; at 
Virginia’s request the resolution 
calling for these proceedings was re- 
pealed 


1849-1850—Graham Resurvey of Maryland's northeast boundaries and parts of 
the New Castle circle; found minor errors in the circular boundary and an 
error of 5 chains (330 feet) in the latitude of the Mason and Dixon line (in 
favor of Pennsylvania) 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler Virginia The Barons of Cameron 


Victoria 


1857-1858-—Virginia 
provided for a joint 
commission to trace 
the southern and 
western boundaries 
of Maryland 


1858—Lt. N. Michler, an 
Army  topographer, 
examined the loca- 
tion of the Calvert- 
Scarborough line (the 
boundary with Mary- 
land) across the East- 
ern Shore 


1859-1860—Authorized 
the marking of Mich- 
ler’s line along the 
western boundary of 
Maryland and sent to 
England for the col- 
lection and documen- 
tation of records 
tending to establish 
Virginia's true 
boundaries 


1861—Virginia seceded 
from the Union 


1861-1865—American Civil War (or War Between the 
States) 
50 


Maryland Pennsylvania 


1852—Maryland agreed to a western 
boundary along the meridian 
through the Fairfax Stone 


1858—Lt. Michler surveyed the meridi- 
an line north from the Fairfax 
Stone to the Mason and Dixon line. 
See also the Calvert-Scarborough 
line under Virginia. Neither line 
permanently marked or mutually 
accepted, with the exception of a 
new monument placed at the Fair- 
fax Stone and a stone on the merid- 
ian line where it intersected the Ma- 
son and Dixon line 


1860—Maryland ratified Michler’s line 
as the State’s western boundary 


1861-1865—American Civil War (or War Between the States) 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler Virginia The Barons of Cameron 


Victoria 


1869—Charles Snowden 
Fairfax died; his 
brother, James Con- 
tee Fairfax, a resi- 
dent of Maryland, be- 
came 11th Lord Fair- 
fax but never claimed 
the title 


1874—Appointment of 
Arbitrators to settle 
remaining boundary 
dispute with Mary- 
land; Virginia 
claimed to the left, 
or north, shore of the 
Potomac from the 
Blue Ridge to Point 
Lookout 


1877—The Award of 
1877: established the 
boundary on _ the 
right, or south, shore 
of the Potomac be- 
ginning at the Vir- 
ginia and West Vir- 
ginia boundary where 
it strikes the river 
and by the low water 
mark of the river to 
Smith’s Point at the 
mouth (Latitude 
38°53'56” North) 
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Maryland West Virginia 


1863—West Virginia admitted to the 
Union as the 35th State 


1863—As constituted, West Virginia’s boundaries with Maryland followed the 
Potomac River from the line of the Blue Ridge (just below Harpers Ferry) to 
its source (not then established) and presumably by a meridian from that 
source to the Mason and Dixon line 


1868—Acting on the opinion that Vir- 
ginia had never ratified Michler’s 
line, the West Virginia Legislature 
authorized a commission to confer 
with Maryland for a joint survey of 
Maryland’s western boundary 


1874—See Virginia; Maryland claimed 
to the high water mark on the right, 
or south, shore of the Potomac 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler Virginia The Barons of Cameron 


Victoria 
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Maryland Pennsylvania 
West Virginia 


1885—Sinclair resurveyed the western end of the Mason and Dixon line and its 
extension—now the boundary between Pennsylvania and West Virginia; placed 
a stone at what he considered to be the northern end of the old Deakins line, 
marked to indicate that it was the common corner of Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
and West Virginia 


1885—A new marker placed at the site 
of the original Fairfax stone; that, 
and Lt. Michter’s marker had been 
destroyed and removed 


1887—West Virginia conditionally ac- 
cepted the Michler line, provided 
Maryland confirmed all patents in 
the disputed territory previously 
granted by Virginia 


1888—Maryland Attorney General ad- 
vised submitting the boundary con- 
troversy with West Virginia to arbi- 
trators appointed by the two states; 
proposal rejected by Maryland Sen- 
ate 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler Virginia The Barons of Cameron 


Victoria 1889—Whiting decision 
concerning low water 
line across indenta- 
tions, bays, creeks, 
and affluent rivers 
along the south, or 
Virginia, shore of the 
Potomac estuary 


56 


Maryland 


1890—To settle its western boundary 


dispute Maryland filed a bill against 
the State of West Virginia before 
the U.S. Supreme Court. Into this 
suit Maryland injected but did not 
pursue its old claim to the South 
Branch as its southern boundary. 
Its main argument was that the 
spring at the Fairfax Stone was not 
the true source of the North 
Branch; instead, a spring about 1.7 
miles to the northwest was the first 
or most distant from the mouth of 
the river and should be used as the 
beginning point of its western and 
southern boundaries 


1892-1893—Hodgkin’s resurvey of the 


New Castle circle and the northeast 
corner of Maryland; changed the al- 
legiance of some inhabitants 
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West Virginia 


1890--In a cross bill West Virginia 


claimed as its boundary the left, or 
north, bank of the Potomac from 
its source at the Fairfax Stone to 
the line of the Blue Ridge just be- 
low Harpers Ferry 


MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler Virginia The Barons of Cameron 


Victoria 


1900—John Contee Fair- 
fax died; his son, Al- 
bert Kirby Fairfax, 
became 12th Lord 
Fairfax; renounced 
his American citizen- 
ship, emigrated to 
England, and was 
confirmed by _ the 
House of Lords in 
1908 


1901-1910 
Edward VII 


58 


Maryland Pennsylvania 


1897—Brown and Bauer surveyed a 
meridian from Potomac Spring (See 
1890) to the Mason and Dixon line; 
marked the spring with a stone, 
sometimes referred to as the Po- 
tomac stone or Brown monument; 
although the line has lost all signifi- 
cance it is referred to in the Mary- 
land records as the Brown-Bauer 
line 


1900-1902—Resurvey of the Mason and Dixon line to preserve and restore the 


monuments in accordance with the original survey; undertaken cooperatively 
by the two states under the direction of the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 
British Ruler Virginia The Barons of Cameron 


1910-1936 
George V 
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Maryland West Virginia 


1910—The Supreme Court of the United States entered a decree ‘‘settling the 
rights of the States to the western boundary . . . along the old line known as 
the Deakins or old state line; and commissioners should be appointed to locate 
and establish said line as near as may be.”’ The decision was based on the 
prescriptive rights of people living on the West Virginia side of the old line 
arising out of long possession, custom, and allegiance. 


At the same time the Court dismissed West Virginia’s cross bill asking for 
the north bank of the Potomac as her boundary, based on a previous decision 
and on the Compact of 1785 and the Award of 1877 wherein Virginia and 
Maryland had agreed to a boundary at the low water mark on the right, or 
south, bank of the river (Maryland v. West Virginia, 217 U.S., 1-47, 1910) 


1910-1911—Survey and marking of Maryland’s western boundary by the Joint 
Boundary Commission in accordance with the Supreme Court decision. A new 
marker was placed at Fairfax spring, the 1885 monument having been de- 
stroyed about 1900; the new marker became the base point for Maryland’s 
western boundary. Boundary stone No. 1 was placed where the north and 
south line from the Fairfax stone crosses the Potomac River; between the two 
stones the river curves to the west 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


British Ruler 


George V 


1936 (Jan.-Dec.) 
Edward VIII 


1936-1952 
George VI, son 
George V 


1952- 
Elizabeth IT 


The Barons of Cameron 


1939—Albert Kirby Fair- 


fax died; his son, 
Thomas Brian Mc- 
Kelvie Fairfax, be- 
came 13th Lord Fair- 
fax; he was for a time 
a member of the Brit- 
ish delegation to the 
United Nations 


1964 —Thomas Brian 


McKelvie Fairfax 
died; his minor son, 
Nicholas John Albert 
Fairfax, became 14th 
Lord Fairfax 


Pennsylvania 
Maryland Delaware 
West Virginia 


1921—“The Wedge” between Dela- 
ware's circular boundary and Mary- 
land’s eastern meridian (See 1765) 
ceded by Pennsylvania to Delaware 


1957—An additional marker placed at 
Fairfax spring, bearing a bronze 
plaque with an inscription (in part): 
FAIRFAX STONE 
This monument at the headspring 
of the Potomac River, marks one of 
the historic spots of Ameri- 
ca....The first Fairfax Stone 
marked “FX”, was set in 1746.... 
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MARYLAND BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND RELATED EVENTS 


Special Note: Page 39 
Latitude of the Mason and Dixon Line 

By the Chancery decree the boundary between Maryland and Pennsylvania 
was to be along a parallel of latitude measured fifteen miles south of the southern- 
most part of pean? This latter point was determined by Mason and Dixon 
to be N, 39°56'29.1” 

From this and as a result of their measurements and observations, which are 
adequately described in two references listed in the Bibliography (Nos. 14 and 
16), they determined the latitude of A point fifteen miles south of the above. 

By reference 16 this was 39°43'17.6”, the figure used in the Outline. Refer- 
ence 14, however, which includes a transcript of the original journal of the 
astronomer- “surveyors, gives the figure of 39°43'17.4” in the text, and an average 
of 39°43'18.2” in the transcript, the latter being Mason and Dixon’s mean of 
three separate observations: 

39°43'21.2” 
39°43'15.8” 
39°43'17.7" 

In 1892 Captain W. C. Hodgkins (see page 57) determined the latitude of the 
northeast corner of Maryland to be 39°43'19.9”, and a few years later Brown and 
Bauer (see page 59) found the northwest corner of the state to be 39°43'18” 

Present day maps of the U.S. Geological Survey (scale 1/24,000) locate the 
position of boundary stones along Maryland’s northern border as follows: 


Stone No. 1 (northeast corner of Maryland) 39° 43’ 19. ee 
Stone No. 100 (north of Hagerstown) 39°43'14.5" 
W.Va.-Md. Boundary Stone No. 34 

(northwest corner of Maryland) 39°43'15.7”" 


When it is realized that latitude determinations are based on observations 
made on stars millions of miles away, and that a difference of 0.1” of latitude on 
the ground represents a distance of slightly more than ten feet, the discrepancies 
noted are not consequential. 

Perhaps Dr. Bauer’s figure is more realistic. To express the results any closer 
than a whole second of latitude qa” "y may be suggesting a false sense of accuracy. 

For a discussion of some more substantial though still reasonably small dis- 
crepancies in Mason and Dixon’s latitude determinations the reader is referred to 
the sources cited. 
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